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Who we are 
 
The Europeana Fashion 
International Association is a 
non-profit organisation established 
in the framework of the Europeana 
Fashion project in order to bring 
together and engage fashion 
institutions (both GLAMs and 
creative industries) in the 
valorisation and exploitation of 
fashion heritage online. It has now 
26 supporting members, of which 
19 GLAMs institutions and 7 
professionals. 



Our aims and 
activities 
 
 Aggregate, enrich and curate 
fashion digital content, creating 
a specialised access point for 
fashion heritage 

 Build consensus and raise 
awareness on best practices 
(digitisation, metadata, IPR, 
social media) 

 

  Improve interoperability in the 
fashion community 

 

 Develop business models for 
the exploitation of digital 
fashion content 
 

 
 

 
 



The composition of our 
aggregator 
 
 The Europeana Fashion 
aggregator gathers more than 
770.000 digital fashion items 
coming from more than 35 
public and private 
institutions from 12 
European countries, which 
represent the leading 
European institutions and 
collections in the fashion 
domain. 



Our main partners  
 



Our main partners 
 



Europeana Fashion 
Thesaurus 
 The Europeana Fashion project has 
created a multilingual thesaurus in 12 
languages, for fashion and fashion-
related concepts.  
 
We structured it in a faceted way: 
Materials, Techniques, Object types and 
Colors. 
 
The thesaurus has been developed: 
•  as an aid for data entry 
•  as a knowledge base (open to 

internal and external users) 
•  as a search enhancement tool 
  
The Europeana Fashion Thesaurus is 
based on the Art and Architecture 
Thesaurus (AAT) 
 



Europeana Fashion 
Thesaurus 
 

Managing Multilingual  
Terms & Contents 
 

SAPATOS DE SALTO ALTO  
ZAPATO DE SALÓN 
SALONKE CIPELE 
DECOLLETÈ 
ESCARPIN 
נעלי עקב 
ΓΌΒΕΣ 
PUMPS 
 
 
 

























Tumblr Blog 
 
A collaboration between the 
Europeana Foundation and the 
Europeana Fashion project.  
 
Each month, this Tumblr 
showcases a different theme 
curated by experts from the 
fashion and cultural heritage 
community.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
http://europeanafashion.tumblr.com/ 
 



Setting up the collaboration 
with Wikipedia 

  We’ve set up a direct collaboration with 
Wikimedia Chapters in various European 
countries 

  We organised a number of so-called 
GLAM-WIKI events around Europe 
 
 



What is an edit-a-thon 
 

An edit-a-thon is “a scheduled time 
where people edit Wikipedia 
together, whether offline, online, or a 
mix of both; typically focused on a 
specific topic, such as science or 
women's history” * 
 

* https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:How_to_run_an_edit-a-thon 





 
 

 
 

Wiki loves FASHION 

For Wikimedia these events bring: 
 
•  more and diverse content to the 

encyclopedia;  
•  domain experts to contribute 

knowledge; 
•  and hopefully new editors (skilled 

Wikipedians) 



 
 

 
 

FASHION loves back 
 
For Europeana Fashion, there are several 
good reasons to organise these events: 
 
•  they are meant as a mean of 

promotion for Europeana Fashion;  
•  they improve public knowledge about 

fashion history on Wikipedia; 
•  they offer context to the beautiful 

materials we bring online; 
•  they connect different communities 

and bring them together around a 
shared passion. 



Edit-a-thons: 
The basic ingredients 
 
 All you need to organise a 
successful edit-a-thon is: 
 
•  solid event-planning; 
•  a well-lit room with decent wi-fi; 
•  a good connection with the 

local Wikimedia chapter; 
•  any extended knowledge 

sources; 
•  food and a positive atmosphere 



Edit-a-thons: 
The basic ingredients 
 
 
Event promotion and partnerships: 
 
•  Start event promotion well in 

advance; 
•  Advertise the event on all your 

channels; 
•  Cooperate with the local 

Wikimedia Chapter. 



Edit-a-thons: 
The basic ingredients 
 
 Things to remember when using 
fashion content: 
 
•  All content on Wikimedia 

Commons needs to be either in 
the public domain or available 
under a ‘free culture’ license; 

•  Discuss beforehand with the 
management of your organisation; 

•  Think big, start small. 



Edit-a-thons: 
The basic ingredients 
 
 Finances. The expenses you should 
consider: 
 
•  Catering for the day; 
•  Museum needs; 
•  Supplying reliable electricity outlets; 
•  Supplying a reliable WiFi connection; 
•  Transportation;  
•  Thank you gifts for speakers and 

Wikimedia volunteers. 



Some challenges 

•  Time/money/manpower; 
•  required expertise; 
•  cultural differences (GLAM 

vs. Wikimedia community); 
•  multilingualism. 
 
 
 



Fashion edit-a-thons 
 



Europeana Fashion content 
on Wikimedia Commons 
 



2015 MUSE Award 
 

Jurors said: “I feel the experience is both human interaction and 
online experience and the project as whole looks quite impacting.”  
And “This is an exciting project altogether from the heritage data 
point of view. Curating so much of information will surely impact the 
museum field a lot.” 



Audience in Wikipedia 
 https://tools.wmflabs.org/glamtools/baglama2/index.html#gid=22&month=201601 



Thank you  
and follow us! 
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